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Present

Kate Davenport 

Chair






Adriana Gunder

Christine Forster 

Hazel Irvine 

Huia Tomlins-Jahnke

John Hutton 

Lynley Anderson

Rob Thompson

Apologies

Deborah Rowe

Jackie Freeman

In attendance

Martin Dutton

ECART Secretariat

Sylvia Rumball 

ACART Chair

1. Welcome

Adriana opened the meeting by comparing modern ethical standards with those in place at the time of Henry VIII who could not conceive a male heir to his throne. She said how lucky we are to live in a society that is open and accepting of infertility issues; and at a time where it is possible for infertile couples to access modern technology in order to help them conceive a child through IVF procedures. 

2. Declaration of interests

John Hutton declared a conflict of interest in applications E10/37 and left the room for the discussion of this application.
3. Minutes from previous meeting
The minutes from ECART’s 26 July 2010 meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

4. 2011 ECART dates

ECART discussed the suggestion that only 4 meetings be held in 2011. ECART noted the potential issues concerning the reduction from 6 to 4 meetings including:

· the impact on applicants to ECART

· only four meetings is, in the opinion of the committee, contrary to public interest

· ECART’s obligation under the HART Act S29(b) to operate “expeditiously, having regard, in particular, to the effect that undue delay may have on the reproductive capacity of individuals”
· the ethical nature of applications to ECART

· that items considered under general business have a follow on effect on applications and thus it is important that there be time to consider this part of the agenda as well as the applications.

· ECART members propose a compromise of five meetings per annum

· with approximately 8 applications per meeting.

Actions

Secretariat to arrange a meeting between ECART’s Chair and the Manager, Ethics Committees to discuss 2011 meetings.
Secretariat to email members with final meeting dates for 2011 and publish on the internet.
5. Application E10/34: Application for Clinic-Assisted Surrogacy

John opened the discussion for this application. The committee considered this information in relation to the Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services and the principles of the HART Act 2004.

The committee reviewed this application and discussed:

Issues

· whether the frozen embryos could have a genetic problem inherited from IP?

· the health and wellbeing of BM’s existing children 

· the level of familial support available for BM

· the consequence of complications during the pregnancy and/or birth

· the legal status of BP

· the level of counselling for BM’s children.

Comments
· surrogacy is definitely appropriate for the medical condition cited
· the recommendation of life insurance for BM

· whether a GP or community representative could be asked to support the application?
Decision

· the committee has made their decision based on the requirements in guideline 2(a)(ii) that “the intending mother has a medical condition that prevents pregnancy or makes pregnancy potentially damaging to her and/or any resulting child”
· the committee was satisfied that IM has a medical condition affecting her ability to carry a pregnancy

· each party has received appropriate counselling, medical and legal advice

· the committee is satisfied that there is no apparent coercion within this application and that all parties are entering the agreement fully informed of the potential risks and of their own free will.

The committee agreed to approve this application with the recommendation that BM takes life insurance to ensure the wellbeing of her existing children in the event of complications during birth or pregnancy. 

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to approve this application with recommendations.

6. Application E10/35: Application for Clinic-Assisted Surrogacy

Huia opened the discussion for this application. The committee considered this information in relation to the Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services and the principles of the HART Act 2004.

The committee reviewed this application and discussed:

Issues

· the potential emotional sensitivity of IM/IP

· Māori connection not explored in great depth.

Comments
· committee commented that this was a exemplary application

· a definite risk to IM’s health demonstrated in the medical reports 

· excellent specialist letters accompanying the medical reports

· all possible questions were covered by the comprehensive reports to ECART

· extensive counselling for existing children

· committee got a real sense of how the children feel

· SET planned.
Decision

· the committee has made their decision based on the requirements in guideline 2(a)(ii) that “the intending mother has a medical condition that prevents pregnancy or makes pregnancy potentially damaging to her and/or any resulting child”
· the committee was satisfied that IM has a medical condition affecting her ability to carry a pregnancy

· each party has received appropriate counselling, medical and legal advice

· the committee is satisfied that there is no apparent coercion within this application and that all parties are entering the agreement fully informed of the potential risks and of their own free will.

The committee agreed to approve this application. 

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to approve this application.
7. Application E10/36: Application for Research on Gametes and Non-Viable Embryos

ECART declined to review this application as training in various techniques using non-viable embryos and gametes is outside the requirements of the HART Act, so does not require ECART approval. 

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to decline to review this application.

8. Application E10/37: Application for Within Family Gamete Donation

John Hutton was not in the room for this application as he had a conflict of interest.

Adriana opened the discussion for this application. The committee considered this information in relation to the Guidelines on Donation of Eggs and Sperm between Certain Family Members and the principles of the HART Act 2004.

The committee reviewed this application and discussed:

Issues

· the level of familial secrecy

· concerns of committee regarding informed consent

· ED’s understanding and comprehension of the risks associated with egg collection

· the lack of objective support for ED

· that the initially preferred egg donor was unable to donate to RW

· Māori whakapapa concerns
· the wellbeing of any intending child

· the views of ED’s brother not given consideration

· the HART Act principles, in particular a, c, d and f.

Comments

· the genetic connection to RW.
Decision

The committee agreed to decline this application.
Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to decline this application.

9. Application E10/38: Application for Embryo Donation

Hazel opened the discussion for this application. The committee considered this information in relation to the Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes and the principles of the HART Act 2004.

The committee reviewed this application and discussed:

Issues

· the level of detail contained in DW/DP’s legal report

· the level of familial involvement.
Comments

· that pregnancy will not adversely affect RW’s existing medical condition
· further oocyte recovery is not recommended for RW as it may affect her existing medical condition

· RW meets the medical conditions criteria set out in the guidelines.

Decision

· the committee has made their decision based on the requirements in guideline 2(a)(iii) that “the recipient or recipient’s partner/spouse has a medical condition affecting his or her reproductive ability, or a medical diagnosis of unexplained infertility, that makes embryo donation appropriate” 
· the committee is satisfied that the RW has a medical diagnosis of unexplained infertility in accordance with ACART’s Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes 
· the committee is satisfied with the legal reports provided

· the committee is satisfied that the donors have seen recipient police vetting information. 

The committee agreed to approve this application.

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to approve this application.

10. Application E10/39: Application for Clinic-Assisted Surrogacy

Kate opened the discussion for this application. The committee considered this information in relation to the Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services and the principles of the HART Act 2004.

The committee reviewed this application and discussed:

Issues

· the risk of miscarriage for BM

Comments
· the excellent medical report for the birth parents

· the method of delivery for BM 

· the possibility of a further IVF cycle if the remaining embryo is unsuccessful

· the committee were satisfied that a further IVF cycle could take place if necessary
Decision

· the committee has made their decision based on the requirements in guideline 2(a)(ii) that “the intending mother has a medical condition that prevents pregnancy or makes pregnancy potentially damaging to her and/or any resulting child”
· the committee was satisfied that IM has a medical condition affecting her ability to carry a pregnancy

· each party has received appropriate counselling, medical and legal advice

· the committee is satisfied that there is no apparent coercion within this application and that all parties are entering the agreement fully informed of the potential risks and of their own free will.

The committee agreed to approve this application. 

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to approve this application.
11. Application E10/40: Application for Embryo Donation

Rob opened the discussion for this application. The committee considered this information in relation to the Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes and the principles of the HART Act 2004.

The committee reviewed this application and discussed:

· Issues

· Māori connection not explored in great depth.

Comments

· that a child may value its Māori connection when he/she is older

· that counselling needs to dig deeper and read between the lines as to the parties Māori connection.

· that the couples got on extremely well during the joint session.

Decision

· the committee has made their decision based on the requirements in guideline 2(a)(iii) that “the recipient or recipient’s partner/spouse has a medical condition affecting his or her reproductive ability, or a medical diagnosis of unexplained infertility, that makes embryo donation appropriate” 
· the committee is satisfied that the RW has a medical diagnosis of unexplained infertility in accordance with ACART’s Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes 
· the committee is satisfied with the legal reports provided

· the committee is satisfied that the donors have seen recipient police vetting information. 

The committee agreed to approve this application.

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic informing them of the committee’s decision to approve this application.

12. Application E10/31 – Additional information for application for Within Family Gamete Donation

This application was approved subject to confirmation at ECART’s meeting of 29 July 2010. ECART asked for clarification that the risk of infection and haemorrhage have been explained and reinforced to ED. 
ECART was satisfied with the response received and agreed to approve this application.
13. Application E10/32: Additional information for application for Clinic-Assisted Surrogacy

The committee agreed to defer this application at its meeting of 29 July 2010 in order to receive further information. The information that is sought is:

· a more detailed medical report for IM/IP

· a clinician’s written certification that BM has reached a weight that is safe to carry a pregnancy without affecting her health.

ECART received a letter from the clinic asking for further clarification of what additional information was requested, how it would assist in the committee’s deliberations and who would interpret the information. ECART discussed the response to the clinic.

Actions

Secretariat to draft a letter from the Chair to the clinic in response to the clinic’s queries.

14. Report from ACART

ECART reviewed the draft minutes from ACART’s meeting of 13 August 2010.

15. Correspondence and table of ECART decisions

The committee noted the ECART table of decisions.

The committee noted the correspondence to and from ECART since the meeting of 29 July 2010.

Actions

Secretariat to update table of ECART decisions.

Secretariat to produce decision letters for September’s applications.
16. ECART Annual Report

ECART reviewed a draft copy of the annual report and agreed to confirm minor amendments to the report by email.

Actions

Secretariat to amend the annual report with the minor changes suggested then email to committee members for final approval.

16. Conclusion of meeting

Huia/Lynley to open the next ECART meeting on 25 November.
Kate to attend next ACART meeting on 26 November 2010.

Actions

Secretariat to arrange the 25 November 2010 meeting.

Secretariat to inform ACART of the ECART member-in-attendance for their next meeting. 

17. Meeting close

The meeting closed at 3.15pm.

