Minutes of the Sixteenth Meeting of the Ethics Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

8 July 2008

Held on 8 July 2008

Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present
Philippa Cunningham (Chairperson)

Eamon Daly

Christine Forster (Deputy Chairperson)

Jackie Freeman

John Hutton

Hazel Irvine

Deborah Rowe

Rob Thompson

Huia Tomlins-Jahnke (arrived 10:00 am)

In attendance

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair, ACART)
Bethany van der Poest Clement (Secretariat)

Apologies

Lynley Anderson

1. Welcome

Christine Forster opened the meeting with a comment on Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics and the virtue of phronesis, lauding Philippa Cunningham’s leadership through practical wisdom and speaking without superiority.
2. Apologies

Apologies were received from Lynley Anderson and also Huia for lateness due to her flight being cancelled.
3. Declaration of Interests

John Hutton declared an interest in applications E08/15, E08/16 and E08/17.
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4. Meeting with Minister Chadwick

Philippa Cunningham and Christine Forster met with Minister Chadwick yesterday for Philippa’s exit interview.  They reported on their discussion with the Minister which focussed on the relationship between ECART and ACART.

5. Application E08/14:  Donation of Gametes between Certain Family Members 

Hazel Irvine introduced this application.  The Committee considered this application in relation to the Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members and the principles of the HART Act. 

The Committee reviewed this application and discussed:

· That the couples appear to be well matched

· That it is encouraging to know the existing children have been informed.

Decision

The Committee agreed to approve this application.

Action
Chairperson to write to the applicant informing them of the Committee’s decision, and reminding them to provide an executive summary as per the new application forms.
6. Application E08/15:  Donation of Gametes between Certain Family Members 

John Hutton left the room during the discussion on this application.  Huia Tomlins-Jahnke introduced this application and the Committee considered it in relation to the Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members and the principles of the HART Act. 

The Committee reviewed this application and discussed:

· That the RP has not informed his children yet, although as adults they would be better placed to understand the situation
· That both the recipient couple and ED are Maori and declined the offer of culturally appropriate counselling

· That although the importance of whakapapa and other Maori values were discussed, a Maori counsellor may have been in a better position to explore issues more fully, including possible implications for the potential child in relation to land ownership and resource entitlements.
Decision

· The Committee agreed to approved this application.

· The Committee agreed that every fertility clinic should have written information on Maori attitudes to assisted human reproduction available for patients that do not choose to have counselling.
Actions
Chairperson to write to the applicant informing them of the Committee’s decision.

Secretariat to order a copy of Marewa Glover’s recent report Maori Attitudes to Assisted Human Reproduction: An Exploratory Study for each committee member.

Secretariat to suggest to the clinics that they have a copy of the report and provide them with information on how to order a copy.
Secretariat to draft a letter to the Ministry of Health requesting that they develop a pamphlet for the clinics, providing information on Maori attitudes to assisted human reproduction.
7. Application E08/16: Embryo Donation
John Hutton left the room during the discussion on this application.  Christine Forster introduced this application and the Committee considered it in relation to the interim Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes and the principles of the HART Act. 

The Committee reviewed this application and discussed:

· That the RW experienced severe toxaemia in a previous pregnancy and is aware of the 5% risk of this occurring again. 
Decision

The Committee agreed to approve this application.

Actions
Chairperson to write to the applicant informing them of the Committee’s decision.

Secretariat to keep statistics on the choices regarding disposal of excess embryos made by couples in embryo donation arrangements.

Secretariat to determine whether clinics have pamphlets providing information on embryo donation and if this includes disposal options.  If not, Secretariat to draft a letter to the Ministry of Health requesting that they develop a pamphlet for the clinics, providing information on the options available to couples with excess embryos.
8. Application E08/17: Clinic Assisted Surrogacy
John Hutton left the room during the discussion on this application.  Eamon Daly introduced this application and the Committee considered it in relation to the Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services and the principles of the HART Act. 

The Committee reviewed this application and discussed:

· That there was identifying information in the application
· That surrogacy is the best option due to the undiagnosed/unexplained uterine factors in the IM plus the health risks associated with her tetrapalegia.

Decision

The Committee agreed to approve this application.

Action
Chairperson to write to the applicant informing them of the Committee’s decision and noting that the level of detail provided about the patients was not required for ECART to make its decision and made it possible for some of the parties to be identified.
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9. Correspondence and table of ECART decisions

Table of ECART decisions

The Committee noted the Table of ECART decisions.

Letter from Ministry of Health to fertility clinics re: Import and export of gametes and embryos

The Committee noted the letter and discussed:

· Potential situations where gametes or embryos obtained or created lawfully in another country using methods that are not allowed under the HART Act 2004.

Action

Secretariat to draft a letter to the Minister of Health regarding this issue.

Email from Joi Ellis regarding E08/09 and clarification of ‘family member’
The Committee discussed the definitions of ‘family member’ and ‘patient’ in the HART Order 2005, and agreed that ECART must take a uniform approach towards the interpretation of familial relationships and communicate this view to the clinics.

Actions

Secretariat to respond to Joi stating the Committee is still considering this matter.

Secretariat to prepare a report outlining the approach that ECART should take in regards to familial relationships.
Letter from ACART and ECART to Fertility Clinics re: referring matters to ACART

Letter requesting donor egg plus donor sperm
Letter requesting donation of embryos that were created using donated eggs
Letters re: Storage of Human Gametes and Embryos
Follow-up Correspondence with Fertility Plus

Thank you letter to Helen Colebrook

Decision letters from 15 May 2008 meeting
The Committee noted the above correspondence.
Action

Secretariat to contact the applicant for E08/13 and ask for an update on meeting the conditions of approval.
10. Committee Policy and Development

Minutes and action points from previous meetings

The Committee noted the minutes from the 15 May 2008 meeting and the action points from previous meetings.  The 15 May 2008 minutes as well as the amendments to the 4 February and 11 March minutes had been confirmed via email.

11. Report from ACART

The Committee noted the minutes of the 14 March 2008 meeting of ACART.
12. Chair and member reports

Monitoring Approved Applications (Report: ECART 2008/03)
The Committee reviewed this paper and discussed:

· That where treatment is considered discontinued an explanation should always be supplied by the clinic

· That  outcomes for embryo and sperm donors should also be collected

· That the outcome reports for some of the older applications do not have as much detail, as they were completed or discontinued before the reporting tables were updated.

Actions
Secretariat to ask the clinics to report on the completed and discontinued applications using the updated tables.
John Hutton, Jackie Freeman and the Secretariat to form a sub-committee charged with revising the reporting tables, deciding the frequency of reporting, and considering the purpose of the monitoring.  Secretariat to request John Peek’s involvement in this work.
13. Meeting close

The Committee confirmed the next meeting date of 11 September 2008.  No one was asked to open the next meeting.

Deb Rowe is attending the ACART meeting on 11 July 2008.  
Actions

Secretariat to confirm who shall open the next ECART meeting and the attendee for the 12 September 2008 ACART meeting via email.
14. Meeting closed 2.30pm



